NewsFrom ‘Up North

FALL/WINTER 2007

Planssd for harbor reno/atlon

Plans are undeway for the har-
borto be conpletely rebuilt nextfall,
probablystarting October14.

Shoreline Solutions who has
done severd other hartors in the
area, hasbee working with us and
Cas County to appove the project.
Step one was to completea septic
complianceon the property. This has
been done and hopefully will be
approvedby next sping. Several
pernits and plans will have to be
approvedy bothstateandcounty.

Dependingon the final design,
we might lose a portion of our
boatlouseand a few treeswill have
to come down.

We are very excited and are
looking forward to having a saker
walkway, possibly larger boat lips,
and adjusabe docksto accomme
dae the foreve fluctuating water
levelsof Leech Lake.

Leedh Lake survey report, findings

Thefollowingisasunmary of the
updateg8/31/07and 10/1207), which
is part of a series of reports the
Minnesoa Department of Natural
Reources(DNR) sendsto LeechLake
area resors, businessesand others
interestedn DNR actiities on Leech
Lake. Al updatesareavaiable by vis-
iting http://www.dnr.date.mnusareas/
fisheriegwalker/index.html

Large Lake Survey
* The annualLeechLake fisheries sur
vey beganin July and extendeduntil
early October.

* Survey work uses shoreine seinng
(July), trawling (Augusd, experinenl
gilinets (Septenber),

and fall elec

The harbor walls have beencaving
more eachyear. Anchor cableshave
dipped, poles are weakering and
the original design and installation
hasnot withstood the pressue.

trofishing (October). Regardéss of
which method is used, catd rates
reflect changesin relaive abundance
andarethereforenotintendecto direct
ly deermine the popuktion size.

¢ The sumner portion of the Leech
Lakesurvey(sening andtrawling) was
conpleted.

* The long-term trawling statons
(Fivemile, Goog, and Whipholt) were
trawledfor atotal effort

of 100 minutesthis yearinsteadof the
previous 60 minutes to improve sam
pling precsion.

* Mean catch rate of young-of-year
walleyes in bottom trawl hads was
below averageat 32.1 fish/hour. We
generdly do not seelarge yearclasses

enjoys talking about it, and aks
questions aboutwhere he usedto
live and who had him when he
was a baby. He also knows he
gets to have us as Mom andDad
forever, and we are all very
thankful.

We can dtill remember the
first day we foundoutthatJeffrey
needed a home.  Somehow, a
wondeful bond is createdto a
child even before you meet,
amog like finding out you're
going to have a baby. We can't
imagine our lives without
Jeffrey... he's a very special boy
andsuch ablessing to haveasour
son and little brother!

ADORTION FINALIZED

Jeffrey’s adoptionwasfinalized this springon May 22nd. Every time
we drive by the courthouseup town heyells out, “I gotadoptedhere!” He

Jeffr ey and Dad hanging out by the
park on the day of his adoption.

The presence of lake
whitefish is an

water quality.

esablishduring successivgearsonour
largelakesandhighrecruitmenturing
threeconsecuite yearsis rare,duepri-
marily to compeition and predation

amongageclasses.

» Meanlengh of age-Owalleyescap
turedin trawl hauk wasalmost6 inch-
es,whichbodeswell for winter survival
thee fish.
Similarly, fishinthe2006yearclassare
also growing fast (some are already
approaching 12 inched) and should
continue to provide great angling

and recruitment of

opporunitiesin the comingyears.
(Continued on back

ChaseOn The Lake project

Hugecranesshootup from behind
thebushesse®n Main Streetin down
town Walker. Much of the structure
which will makeup the new ChaseOn
The Lake conplex are taking shape.
The only remander of the historical
building is the front entrance portion
from the original hotel (shownleft).

ThenewChasés planningto open
in May of 2008, offering 70 luxury
hotel rooms andsuitesplus 46 condotel
units, 2-lanebowling alley andlounge,
redaurant and bar with a view of
Walker Bay, full service spa, marina

with boatrentals andmore.

indication of excellent

2008 CABIN
OPENINGS

May 9-23 Cabin#2,7,8,9,13

May 16-23 Cabin#1,3,5
May 17-24 Cabin#12
May 24-31 Cabin#8
May 31-June7 Cabin#5,9, 11, 13
Aug.16-23 Cabin#8
Aug.23-30  Cahin#4,7,9,12
Aug.30-Sept6 Cabin#1,7
Sept 6-13 Cabin#7,8, 12
Sept 13-20 Cabin#1,4,7,8

Sept 20-28 Cabin#1,3,7,8,11
If you would like a weekthat is
not available, the beg time to call
or emall is from Januaryl16 (after
deposits are due) until around
mid-Febwualy or March, in ca®
we get some cancellations We
can aso add your name to our
waiting list for a particularweek.
Our cabin openingsare listed on
www.woodlandre®rt.netor email
usat wdland@arvig.net

#12 JAN./FEP.

#12will beopenfrom mid-January
until Feb. 1¢ andfrom Feb. 8-11.
Thetrailer deeps9 peopleandis a
great spot for snownobiling, ice
fishing or just a get-together!




THE KIDS

Jeffrey turned5 this fall andis in pre-
kindergartae. He's leaming hislettersand
numbes and (very exciting) getsto takea
lunchboxthisyear Helovesto helpclean
up the classroon and makessure all his
friendsarehelpingtoo.

Jeffrey also goesto speechclas atthe
big school ard is working on the “F”
sound. He’s very proudto say “Deffrey”
now instead of Deppeyfor his name.

The othe day Jdfrey decided‘From _ -H9Y! !
now on I'm gonnabe a big boy.” Thank While getting his facepainted
the Lord! This could meana variety of &t the Junecarnival.
differentthingsin his mind, though. He also said,“When | grow up I'm
gonnabuild a housewith my friends. My big friends,notmy little friends.”
(He’s very determinedto havea sleepove someday)

On his days off from school,he lovesto spendtime with Dad going for
snownobile rides and working in thegarage.He’s greatat taking careof our
newbunniesandplanson readingbooksto them. He alsolove to helpmake
cookies andpeé potatoesandcarrotsandput themin a pot of soip becase
it looks like alittle hot tub!

7/ a : ‘

Jeffrey enjoying a sucker

Jessica is 6% and loves her new 1st
grade teacher, Mrs. Metzger. The
whole school enjoys visiting their
classs pet hamger, “Turtle”.
Learning site words, such as “the, is,
like, will, 1, we and they” hashelped
make reading booksfun this year.

Shés enjoying having her brownie
S Girl Scouttroopcome to our housefor
Jessicawith oneof her many pet  mestings. We've madenew friends,
caterpillar s this past summer. earned four Try-It badgesandsoldlots
of candy during our fall sale! We're hopingto go on an overnighttrip with
our troopthis sping. For Christmas GrammaJo'sresidentswill be helping
usmakeornanens, eatcookiesand sing Christmascarls with them!

Jesscaenjoysher danceclassandgoingto AWANA, whereshehasbeen
leaning versesand menorizing the booksof the Bible. Sheis also looking
forwardto beng oneof the angelsfor the Christmasmusicalthis year!

(written by Cara) This year!'m in
fourth grade and ten yearsold. This
year Jessicaand | wentoutcanping (in
the campground)with Jackand Dan it
wasreally fun! Therewasa thunder
stom. This fall my dadfinally let me
drive the lawn moweroneday to pick
up leaves. | did pretty good!

School is going great! (Lots of
mah) We're having anothemusical(|
wish you could comg. It's cdled
Mirade on Main Street. This coming
summer I'm going to a music camp
with my dad. I'm also playing guitar
and | haven’'t beea practicing that
mudc. In Girl Scoutsthere'sonly three
of us Me, my friendsKyli e andLidia.
We wantto go to Hawaii andso think we might go! In danceour first per-
formanceasDec 10th(l wishyou couldcometo thattoo). In AWANA we're
geting somany verses

Cara holding her new bunny,
Mor ning Glory.

Wishing youall a

Merry Christmas!

Freedom to Breathe provisions

Minnesota Govemor Tim
Pawlenty sighedinto law the
Freedomto Breahe (FTB)
provisions on May 16,
2007,to protectenployees
and the public from the
hedth hazards of second-
handsmoke.

Accordig to the new law, we are
requred to prohibit smoking
inside the lodge, however
smoking will be permitted
on the deck and the area
outsidethelodge. Smoking
will coninueto be permitted
in all ourcabns

L eechL ake...continued

« Catch rates of age-0yellow perch
(15,051fishhour) werewell abovethe
averageof 9,505fi sh/hour,andsuggest
a suitable forage baseis availablefor
walleyesthis fall andwinter.

Whitefish Kill in Walker Bay

+ A whitefish kill occurredin Walker
Bay during August9-11,2007.

+ Lake whitefish (Coregonus clu-
peaforms) are found in many of the
deep, cool-water lakes east of the
prairie in the northern portions of the
state, including Lake Superior.
Whitefish require cool, well-oxygenat
edwaterin the sunmertime.

* Becausef thisrequirementyhitefish
spendmost of ther summersfeeding
on inverebratesand other small fish
nearthethermocline.

¢ The thernocline is a “barrier” divid-
ing the epilimnion (lessdensewarmer,
well-oxygenated water) and the
hypolimnion (more densecolderwater
with low oxygenconcentrations).The
hypolimnion is low in oxygenbecause
thethermocineistheextentof sunlight
penetrabn into the water. Without
swnlight, photosynthesis by aquéic
plant andalgaedoesnot occur.

« Summerkills of whitefishandciscoes
happenwhen fish become“pinched”
between excesively warm tempera
turesin the epiimnionandlow oxygen
below the thermocline. In mostcases
thelargestndividualsarethe mostsus
ceptble to this type of mortality.

+ Whitefishserveasanexcellentforage
speciedor walleyes,northernpike, and
muskelunge,andalsoastablefare for
human consunption.

* The presencef lake whitefish is an
indicaion of excelentwaterquality.

* The currentstate recordof 12 1bs. 4.5
o0z.wascaughtin LeechLakeonMarch
21,1999.

Gillnet Survey (10/12/07update)

* Goaks of the 2005-2010LeechLake
Managenent Plan are to protect and
maintain walleye spawning stock, to
increaseoveral walleye abundanceto
improvethe popuktionsizestructure,
andto esabiish two good year classes
duringthis five-yearperiod.

* Gillnets arethe besttool for monitor
ing walleye and yellow perchpopula
tions, but also provide valuableinfor-
mationonotherspeciessuchasciscoes
and northern pike. The annualgilinet
surveyof the LeechLake fishery was
conpleted from Septerber 3 through
14,2007. Managemenplangoalswere
basedon gillnetcatches.

Walleye

* Biomassof mature female walleyes
was 1.92 Ibs/acre which is abovethe
managerentgoal of 1.25-1.75bs/ace,
indicating that plenty of femalesare
availablefor goodnaturd reproduction.
* Thegillnet cathrateof walleyeswas
13.1fishhet This is the secondhigh
est on record (13.4 fish/net in 1988)
since standardized amual surveys
beganin 1983, and well above the
1983-2007averageof 7.5 fish/net.

* Walleyesof all sizesare presentn rel-
atively high numbers.

* Both the 2005and 2006 year classes
of walleye are large and will provide
excellent angling opportunities well
into the future. Basedon trawling, the
2007 year classdoesnot appearto be
largein number However, thesefish
have been growing fag and could
exhbit high survival, which in turn
may result in the edablishment of
anohergoodyearclass.

* All walleye managemengjoalsestab
lishedin the 2005-2010Leech Lake
Managerent Plan have been met or
exceededand LeechLake shouldpro-
vide qudity walleye fishing during
comingyears.

Yellow Perch

* Thecathrate of yellow perchin gill-

nets was36.8fishhetand is abovethe
1983-2007average

of 21.7fishhet

 While only 6% of the yellow perch
sanpled exceeled 10 inchesin length,
29%were8 inches

and longer This is becausea large
numberof smaller perchwereproduced
in recentyearsand

are now recruiting to the gillnets.

Thesefish will continueto grow and
reachharvesable sizesinto the future.



