NewsFrom ‘Up North

FALL/WINTER 2008

Harbor renovation approved and completed

The harbor project has made room for maneuvering and parkmg 16 large fishing boats and a safer walkway

This fall has been an exciting
time,asanoher projectwasaddedto
Wooadland'shistory. The habor ren
ovation projed beganin the sumner
of 2007, with scheduling the project
dates, plaming and design (with
hopesof approvéa for a 5-12 foot
expangn) andfiguringout how best
to finance suc a projed.

A variety of emotions came
along with each step towards com
pleting the new harbor, which was
supposd to beginOct. 1st. Several
factors led to the delay, including
when we would receive the actual
pernit, allowing the work to begin.
The DNR office in Bemidji, after
many phore calls and months of
waiting, allowed a 17 foot extengon
to the westside (towardsCabin#6).

Cas County whois in chageof
the land aroundthe harbor, came 2
dayslater onthemorning of Oct. 8th.
We were told tha we neededa vari-
ancefor theweg wall becau of the
amount of dirt that neededto be
removed for the extenson. At that
time, we had 2 hours to make the
deadine for the Oct. 28th Planning
Commidon meding. Luckily, we
live in Walker, where the county
officesare located.

Wedneglay, Oct. 8th - We
watchel, as a huge excavatorwas
brought down the lane, along with
other equipment and supples.  This
wasthe first glimpseof whatwasto
come.

Friday, Oct. 10th - (below)
Work began a the entranceof the

Prep work, like moving the boat house,removing the
lodgededk and docksin the harbor, wasdonethe week
after theresort closed We were glad to be ableto save
the building so lifejackets and firewood will have a
storageplace closeto the lodge.

haor, where steel railroad rails,
shoing material, fabric anddirt were
usel to blockadethewaterfrom com
ing back in the harbor when they
began pumpingit dry.

Tuesday, Oct. 14th - Much of
thedirt where the boathousesatwas
removed and sectionsof theold walls
were cut apartt and lifted out. Posts
were sé for the new wall to theright
of theentance

Wednesday, Oct. 15th - Thebig
pinetree by the swimming dock was
cut down so there wasroomto putin
the deadmen poststo securethewall.

Thursday, Oct. 16th - Postsfor
the eastwall had begunto beset.

Fri.-Sat, Oct. 17th & 18th -
Loadsof dirt and muckfromthe har
bor bottom were removed. More
trees aroundthe harbor were cut and
haukd away. Thelag of thefish in

(some by hand!) and releasednto the
lake. Some of the old harborpoles
were poundednto thegroundto sup
port the walkway to be built later.
Theeast wall was completed.
Mon.-Fri., Oct. 20th-25th -The
lodgewall wasworkedon mostof the
week. Then, good news and bad
news arrived. Our variancemeeting
was rescheduled, dueto a publishing
error.  Our gengd contractorfrom
Shordine Solutions resigned,due to
hedth issues. Both left us with a
whole list of issues to ponder. The
good news? Bill Wyffels and his
crew, who had been doingmostof the
work, thankfully stood by us and
offered to complee the project.
Saturday, Oct. 25th - Mike and
Jim join the crew and the next wall
was nearly finished in oneday! Jim
ran the top, feeding the bottom crew

the middle of the habor were caught

boadsand kept thingsmoving along.

The excavationcrew spentthe|r first day (|n therain)
preparing the entrance, a tedious processthat was
madea lot easie with their big equipment.

The west wall is closeto done asthe excavatorcontin-
ues to remove dirt and sectiors of the old harbor. An
auger is used to drill holesfor eachnew postand then
are hammered into place ™ using the big bucket.

Sections of the old harbor waII were cut and pulled out
with each pole. Mostof the old poleswere usedassup-
ports for the new 6 foot walkway around the harbor.

Sun.- Mon., Oct. 26th-27th -
With thelast wall conpletedupto the
left side of theopening theexcavator
then lifted the bobcatandaugerback
out of the harbor.

(more harbor...to backpage)

2009 CABIN
OPENINGS

May 8-15 Cabn #1,24,7,8,9,1113
May14-22 Cabin#1,3,7,8,9,13

May 16-23 Cabin#12,13
May30-Junés Cabin#1,3,4,5,6,

7,8,9,11,13
June6-13 Cabin#8
Aug.22-29 Cabin#11
Aug.29-Sept5 Cabin#13
Sept 5-12  Cabin#1,2,7,8,13
Sept 12-19 Cabin#5,11,12
Sept 19-26  Cahin#1,2,3,7,8

Sept 26-Cct. 3 Cabin#1,2,7,8,11

Therearecurrenty no openingsfor
July 2009.

If you would like a weekthat is
not available, the beg time to call
or emall is from Januaryl16 (after
deposits are due) until around
mid-Febwualy or March, in ca®
we get some cancellations We
can aso add your name to our
waiting list for a particularweek.
Our cabin openingsare listed on
www.woodlandre®rt.netor email
usat wdland@arvig.net




THE KIDS

Jeffrey has made many new
friends this yea while going to
kindergarta andfinally geting to
ride the big yellow bus

Jeffrey alsohasa new speed
teadier this year. He enjoyshawv
ingthe vanpick him upandbring
ing him to the big school.

He hasbee learning his let-
ters and the soundsthey make.
Dad has beenteading him howto
say the alphabé backwardgoo - he's getting pretty goodat it!

On his days off from school, he loves spendingtime playing with his
casandgameonthecomputer. Helikesto havethingsneatly in their place.
If heis sent to hisroom, he’'ll reorganizeandhaveit all cleanedup. He lost
his first toothon Nov. 1. It wasa littl e looseandassoonaswe explained
how the tooth fairy will leavehim moneywhenhe puts it underhis pillow,
hewentin hisroomandyankel it out

Jeffreys big catch of the day! He
spent hundreds of hours fishing this
summer. He learnedto bait his hook
and take his own fish off.

Jessica is 77 this year and is enjoy-
ing 2ndgrade Shetakeseveryoppor
tunity to use her cursgve writing - even
before she learned how to connect
each letter. She also lost her front
tooth on Cara’s birthday. We're not
sureif theonenext to it will comeout
this yea (shecan havea loosetooth
for monthsbefore she’s readyto part
Jessica spent a day at the beach jith it).
with her friend Jasmine. Her Brownie Girl Scout troop grew

from 8 to 12 girls thisyear. Thisfall,
we wenton a slegoverat CampShingobe€limbers and learnedots of fun
game andsongsandenjoyedroaging marshmallowgor s'mores. Thegirls
are aso looking forwardto theirr SleepingWith The Shaks trip that they
havebeenworking towards with their cookiesandcandysales.

Jessica started playing theviolin this yearandwill be performing with
the preschooland prekindegartenclassegluring their Christmasprogram.
Sheis aso excitedaboutbeingMary in the SundaySchoolProgramandhawv
ing a partin the school muscal this year.

Caaturned 11 thisfall andis enjoy
ing 5th grade and being in classwith
the older kids at school. It's beenfun
for her to talk about fashion and girl
stuff with the older girls. Cara now
plans to grow her hair long again,but
it's takingaVERY LONGtime. Sheis
looking forward to geting her eas
pierced when she is 12 and keeps
countng how many yearsuntil shecan
gether driver’s license.

Volleybdl was fun, but lots of hard
work this year, with the new coach.
Carahasalso joined theyouthgroupat
our church. The group plansto go
downhill skiingin Bemidji this January
- that will befun to try!

She startedflute lesons with the new bandinstructor, Mr. E, at the
Walker school. The 5th and6th gradebandgavetheir fir st perfomanceon
Dec. 8th anddid awondeful job, especiallywith only a few lessons!

Decemberalso bringsthe schoolmuscal, “I WitnessNews: Live From
Bethlehent where Cara has2 solosand*“the announcer partthis year.

Cara still enjoys Just For Kix with her friends and likes weaing their
new uniform with lots of greensequins(herfavoiite color). Hergroupdid a
greatjob at the Christmasshowandis looking forward to preparingfor the
spring compettion in Brainerdagain,whetre they placed2ndlastyear.

Cara ridesthe chairlif t up to the
Alpine Slide, while spending a
fun day in July with her cousns.

Thenew harbor hasbegun |ts first winter freeze -over. Hopesare to install
the 6 docks and polesbefore theice getstoo thick to cut. Fortunately, the
small treesin the foreground made it through the project.

Lag week, Oct. 28th-Nov. 3rd-
Mike worked with the creweachday,
seauring the walls and finishing the
walls on both sides of the harbor
opaning. Extra support rods were
addedto the small angledwalls on
the entrance.  Once the water was
pumpel back in, eachtaskbecane a
little more difficult. Insultedwaders
surecame in handy! Thedrainsys
tem wasinstalled, dirt wasbackfilled
aroundthe harbor and the rocks (rip-
rap) were readjuged on the lake-
shore

With the harborcomplete,next
comes finishing the framing for the
walkway and the stepscoming down
fromthelodgedeck. Six dockswith
poles and bumpers need to be
installed. In the spring we plan to
finish thetop of thewalkway, electri
cal work for the harbor lights and
outlets, and setup the boathouseand
the gas tank for the gasdock.

For more picturesof the harbor
project visit woodlandresrt.net and
click onthe*harborrenovation’link.

Plans to pave state trail in fall 2009

In October,a DNR crew surveyed
more detils of the section of Paul
Bunyan Trail which runs through the
resort Plans are to pave the section
from Hwy. 371 to Laporte and from
Lapore to Guthrie, which would con
nect Walker to Bemidji. The trail is
pavedfrom Walker to Hackensacland
headssout to the Brainerdarea.

In Walker, the Paul Bunyan State
Trail joins the pavedHeartlandTrall,
which headswestto Akeley, Nevis and
Park Rapids. The Heartlandtrail also
coninuesnorth to CassLake.

Paving of thetrail sectionsshould
begn in thefall of 2009, giving bikers
andtrail enhusissk greatopportunities
to explorein the summerof 2010.

HYDRO-POWIER!

Mike's latest “hobby” is Hydrogenpowerfor all of our vehicles,after
watching countless hoursof U-Tube videoson the subject. Many resort
guests received demonstitions at the lodge this sunmer, with the hoodup
and the truck running, and the occasional'popping” soundcomning from
Mike lighting the exhaustechydrogenwith atorch.

The dravbadks? Finding a spotto putit all. Most vehicleshavejust

enoughspace for theusualcarstuff (andit’s tight). For hisfirst experiment,
he dismantled the grill off the front of the white truck andmountecdthe sys
tem abovethe bumper. Not pretty,but| guesst works. He thendismantled
theradio so hislittle gadgething couldbe mountedin the das, convenient
for adjuging theampswhile you'redriving downtheroadin casetheengine
starts to cut out. “Some of us” just choosenot to drive the truck.

After several mileagetests,hefoundit savedupto 10.5miles pergak
lon! He now needsto figure out a systemthatwill work in the winter with-

outthewater freezing. Back to U-Tube!

Wishing all our famly andfriendsgood t|d|ngs
and greatjoy this Christmas (

and throughoutthe New Year!
Mike, Kelly, Cara, Jessica& Jeffrey

And suddenly there waswith the angela multitude of the heavenlyhost
praising God,and saying, “Glory to Godin the highest.”LukE 2:13, 14




